
   

 The Central Oregon area is home to some of 
the top courses in the Pacific Northwest, including 
Black Butte Ranch (pictured right). Take a tour of 
the area with Inside Golf Newspaper this month at 
where to play and what to see. See inside for more 
on Central Oregon.

Central Oregon: Take a tour of 
some of the NW’s top courses

  A ball lies in a water hazard in water and the 
player is probing for the ball.  Suddenly  he sees the 
ball move (he has moved the ball).  He touched the 
water with a club, moved material in the water and 
moved the ball.  All breaches of the rules right? See 
Page 2 for the answer.
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home Course will
play host to 2014
USgA Women’s Am
Public links event

 The Umpqua Bank Challenge reported that 
PGA Tour professionals Ben Crane, Steve Elk-
ington and Scott McCarron have been confirmed 
for the 2012 main field.
 The Umpqua Bank Challenge will be held 
Aug. 26-28 at the Reserve Golf Club near Port-
land and is hosted by Peter Jacobsen.
  Crane, a Portland-native and 1999 graduate of 
the University of Oregon, joined the PGA Tour 
in 2002 after two seasons, and two wins, on the 
Nationwide Tour.

Destination:
Australia
 Australia is called the Land Down 
Under and is known for its great 
coastlines, sunny weather and unusual 
animals. It is also a great place for golf, 
like the Coast Club (right) just south 
of Sydney. It has produced several fa-
mous international golf stars like Greg 
Norman and Adam Scott. For more on 
Australia, please see inside this section 
of Inside Golf.

 If you are heading to Central 
Washington for a golf trip, two 
courses that will test your game and 
provide plenty of stunning views are 
Desert Canyon (right) in Orondo 
and Bear Mountain Ranch (top) in 
Chelan. Desert Canyon is a treat 
with its Columbia River views. Bear 
Mountain Ranch sits high above 
Lake Chelan and features some 
panoramic sights and great shots. 
Desert Canyon and Bear Mountain 
was taken over by Don Barth and 
partners Lyn and Randy Anderson. 
For more, please see inside this 
section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Central Washington golf doubleplay

 The United States Golf Association 
(USGA) announced The Home Course in 
DuPont, Wash., as the host site for the 
2014 U.S. Women’s Amateur Public Links 
Championship. The dates of the champion-
ship are July 14-19.
 Cooperatively owned and operated by 
the Washington State Golf Association and 
the Pacific Northwest Golf Association, 
The Home Course was designed by Mike 
Asmundson and opened in 2007.
 The land on which The Home Course 
was built has a rich history.
 The land was occupied for many years 
by several Native-American tribes known 
collectively as the Salish people. After the 
arrival of European settlers, it housed a 
trading and supply center for the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, including Fort Nisqually, 
which is preserved today next to the 
first green. The PNGA’s initial historical 
research indicates that the Hudson’s Bay 
Company traders laid out a crude six-hole 
layout around the old fort that may have 
been the first golf course in the NW. 
 The Home Course was host to the quali-
fying portion of the U.S. Men’s Amateur in 
2010.

Portland native Crane
added to Umpqua field

Oregon prep loses title
to scorecard violation
 Churchill High School (Eugene) senior 
Carolina Inglis was about the win her 
fourth straight Class 5A state golf cham-
pionship after shooting a final-round 69, 
nine shots better than anyone else.
 But when she signed her scorecard 
she mistakenly signed for a 68. Instead 
of winning her fourth straight state golf 
championship, Inglis was disqualified for 
signing the incorrect scorecard. Her play-
ing partner wrote down a par instead of a 
bogey on the 18th hole.
 She would have been the first golfer 
in state history to win four straight state  
championships.
  Inglis will attend Oregon in the fall.

gove takes break 
from Nationwide,
claims crown at
Washington Open
 PGA Tour Professional Jeff Gove, home 
off the Nationwide Tour, claimed the 86th 
Washington Open Invitational title at Glen-
dale Golf and Country Club in Bellevue.
 Gove posted a second straight five under 
par 66 for a three day total of 200, 13 under 
par.  Gove tied the tournament record set 
last year by Tim Feenstra.  
 Feenstra of Broadmoor GC (Seattle) 
finished in a tie for second with PGA Pro-
fessionals Corey Prugh of  Manito G&CC 
(Spokane) and Jeff Coston of Semiahmoo 
G&CC (Blaine).  
 Another Pacific Northwest Nationwide 
Tour player Andres Gonzales finished in 
a tie for fifth place with Mike Roters of 
Gateway Golf Discount at 212.
 This was Gove’s second Washington 
Open Invitational title to go with his 1995 
crown. He collected a first-place check of 
$10,000 in winning his second Washington 
Open Invitational championship.
 Brian Nosler of Vanco Driving Range 
was seventh at 213 while first-round leader 
Darren Black of Rainier Country Club was 
eighth at 214.
 Professional Paul Knue and amateur 
partner Ryan Wolslegel won the Pro-Am.
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 Answer:  Not in this set of circumstances.  Rule 12-1c 
allows a player to probe in water for a ball with his club and 
if the ball is accidently moved there is no penalty, the ball 
must be replaced unless the player elects to proceed under 
one of his options under Rule 26-1.  If the ball was accidently 
moved and was not in water or the ball was moved other 
than while probing Rule 18-2a applies.  The player in that 
case would incur a one stroke penalty.
 • Inside Golf would like to thank rules official Paul Lucien 
for the rules questions.

Chambers Bay: Course making changes
for new look for 2015 United States Open
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There’s plenty new at Chambers Bay, including this new bunker in the fairway on the 18th.

 As you walk down the 18th fairway at 
Chambers Bay, you see the same sights as 
when the course first opened. There are the 
large concrete structures on the right hand 
side of the hole. The large waste areas on 
both sides of the fairways. And the sight of 
an elevated green that is one tough putting 
surface.
 But something looks different as you get 
to within a 9-iron of the green. There is a big 
hole in the ground of the landing area. Turns 
out the USGA wanted to toughen up the 18th 
hole at Chambers Bay in preparation for the 
United States Open, which will be played at 
Chambers Bay in 2015.
 Turns out the USGA wanted a deep pot 
bunker in the landing zone. And not just any 
kind of bunker. This is a serious hole in the 
ground. In fact the new bunker is so deep you 
need to take steps to get down into it to hit 
your shot. And good luck advancing it toward 
the green. The walls a steep on all sides so 
just getting it out is a chore.
 And this is exactly what the USGA wanted 
when it had the bunker put in.
 The new bunker is just one of many 
changes that Chambers Bay has going on as 
it gets the course ready for the best golfers in 
the world in three years. Here’s a quick look 
at what else Chambers Bay is working on as 
it readies for 2015:
 • The green complex on the opening hole 
has been replaced. Good second shots no 
longer will hit the green and roll off to the side 
and down the hill.
 • The green complex on the 13th hole is 
being modified to allow for different pin loca-
tions and second shots will not roll off the 
green like they used to.
 • The seventh hole is getting an entirely 
new green complex as well. The green is be-
ing modified so that more shots will finish on 
the green rather than going long and rolling 

off the green. The approach area is also being 
modified so that shots short of the green stay 
within 50 yards of the green and do not roll 
into collection areas or into the waste areas 
near the green.
 As I made my way around Chambers Bay  
I saw some of the finished changes and some 

of the changes in progress. This is all good 
stuff. The fairway bunker on 18 gets your at-
tention. The simple solution I found out - keep 
your shot the heck out of the bunker.
 The new green complex on one is more 
than fair now. In fact, I hit a ball that seemed 
to be going left, but it hit a new raised area and 
stayed on the fringe and did not roll down the 
hill to the left, laving a brutal chip shot back 
to the green.
 Two of the other green complexes aren’t 
finished but are taking shape and you can tell 
by walking around them that they will make 
golf more enjoyable for not only players at 
the 2015 U.S. Open but also for the everyday 
players who play Chambers Bay.

 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf 
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdtur-
cotte@comcast.net.
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LPGA, Champions Tour set for Pacific Northwest
visit this summer; Larson wins Puget Sound Am
 The Pacific Northwest will welcome the 
LPGA and Champions Tours this summer 
with a pair of tournaments in the Seattle and 
Portland areas.
 First on the tee will be LPGA Safeway 
Classic, set for Aug. 17-19 at Pumpkin 
Ridge’s Ghost Creek Course. It marks the 
fourth straight year the event has been held 
at Pumpkin Ridge after moving from long-
time home Columbia Edgewater.
 Suzann Pettersen won last year’s event in 
a playoff. The tournament features a purse 
of $1.5 million and last year the Safeway 
Classic drew 88,000 fans for the week.
 Pacific Northwest players such as Wendy 
Ward, Paige Mackenzie and Jimin Kang will 
be part of the field. 
 See www.safewayclassic.com for more 
information on the tournament.
 Next up will be the Champions Tour’s 
Boeing Classic, set for the TPC Snoqualmie 
ridge Aug. 24-26. Mark Calcavecchia won 
last year’s tournament, which features a 
purse of $2 million.
 The event will draw the top players from 
the Champions Tour, including hometown 
favorite Fred Couples. Other Pacific North-
west Champions tour players Bob Gilder 
from Corvallis and Peter Jacobsen from 
Portland are expected to compete.
 The tournament was voted as the Cham-
pions Tour’s Player Award winner for 2011. 
For more information check out www.
boeingclassic.com.

Craig Larson wins crown at
47th annual Puget Sound Am
 Craig Larson of Tacoma Firs fired a two-
round total of 141 to win the 47th annual 

Puget Sound Amateur. The event offered 
a twist this year, with the first round being 
played at Lake Spanaway Golf Course and 
the second round at Chambers Bay. It was 
the first time that Chambers Bay had been 
used for the tournament,
 Alex Williams of West Seattle was 
second at 145 while Brad Douglas of Tam 
O’Shanter tied for third with James Feutz 
of Tacoma Country and Golf Club at 146.

Oregon Golf Association team
captures crown at PNGA Cup 
 After the final individual match play 
competition at the 7th annual Pacific North-
west Golf Association (PNGA) Cup, Oregon 
Golf Association (OGA) captured its third 
title in a row and its fifth overall.
 Oregon had a  2.5-point lead from its stel-
lar play on day one. Close on their heels was 
British Columbia Golf, followed by Idaho 
Golf Association (3.5 points back) and the 
Washington State Golf Association (4 points 
back). In the two Mid-Amateur Divisions, 
the OGA set their tone by stealing 5 out of 
a possible 6 points from their competitors, 
a number that kept them ahead of the other 
associations for the better part of the day.
 Leading the way with convincing wins 
for OGA were former Oregon State Beavers 
Jillian Carlile, of Vancouver, over Shawna 
Farmer, of Bellevue (5&4), and Brie Stone, 
of Veneta, over Leslie Folsom, of Seattle 
(6&5). 

WSGA crowns winners at
Champion of Champions event
 Sean Packer of Seattle, Tom Brandes of 

Bellevue, Katie Lee of Silverdale, and Ya-
sue Alkins of Lacey came out victorious in 
their respective divisions at the 3rd Annual 
Washington State Champion of Champions 
held at The Home Course in DuPont, Wash. 
on a day that did not lack for compelling 
storylines in rainy conditions.
  The story of the day was Packer, whose 
impressive competitive course record 66 
helped him overcome an 11 stroke deficit 
entering the final round and propelled him 
to victory in the Men’s Division.
 Packer birdied six of the first seven holes 
on the front nine, an impressive feat, and one 
that positioned him perfectly to overtake 
first round leader Craig Larson of Tacoma 
down the stretch. He added one more birdie 
on the par-5 16th hole on his way to a two-
day, 1-over par 144 and a two stroke victory 
over Larson, who finished at 3-over par 147.  
Dana Christianson, also of Tacoma, finished 
three back at 4-over par 148.
  In the Inaugural Senior Men’s division, 
four players entered the final round with a 
share of the lead, but Brandes came out on 
top after shooting a 2-under par 70 to win 
by three over Keith Crimp of Ellensburg. 

OGA announces Breniman
as new marketing director
 Oregon Golf Association CEO Barb 
Trammell recently announced that Aaron 
Breniman has joined the association staff 
as its new Director of Marketing & Com-
munications.
 Breniman brings vast experience in sales, 
marketing, new media, journalism, com-
munity involvement and a passion for the 
game to the position. In his role, Breniman 

will oversee member communications, asso-
ciation marketing, partnership development 
and the VIP Passport Program.

Port Orchard Chamber sets
dates for inaugural SK Classic
 The Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce 
has teamed up with the highly rated golf 
course Trophy Lake Golf & Casting to cre-
ate the inaugural  SK Golf Classic to be held 
in Port Orchard on July 11, 2012. Players 
get a big bang for their buck at registration. 
They will receive a package complete with 
tee prizes from TaylorMade and Adidas, 
pointers from a pro before the tournament, 
a BBQ lunch, a unique food experience 
for dinner, 2 for 1 golfing at selected Oki 
Properties, golf, cart and range balls. 
 Deadline is July 1st, 2012. For more ad-
ditional details, call the Chamber office at 
(360) 876-3505 or visit www.portorchard.
com.

UW’s Chris Williams named
to Palmer Cup team for 2012
 For the second consecutive year, Husky 
junior golfer Chris Williams has been se-
lected to represent the United States team 
at the Palmer Cup. The 2012 version of the 
annual Ryder Cup-style competition will 
be played June 28-30 at The Royal County 
Down Golf Club in Newcastle, Northern 
Ireland. It marks the third time Williams 
will represent the U.S. in international play. 
The Moscow, Idaho native was 2-0-2 at the 
2011 Palmer Cup in which the Americans 
defeated the Europeans 13-11 at the Sand-
wich Club in Greenwich, Connecticut. 
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PgA Tour
 • Fred Couples • Seattle • 150th on the list with $172,940
 • Ben Crane • Portland • 27th on the list with $1,496,031
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 29th on the list with $1,298,988
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 45th on the list with $908,909
 • Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 196th on the list with $68,350
 • Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 155th on the list with $162,253
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 13th on the list with $2,008,919
Nationwide Tour
 • Jason Allred • Ashland • 64th on the list with $27,592
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 2nd on the list with $195,810
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • 119th on the list with $8,501
 • Alex Prugh• Spokane • 38th on the list with $43,529
 • Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 87th on the list with $18,806
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 67th on the list with $26,400
Champions Tour
  • Fred Couples • Seattle • 10th on the list with $425,544
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 45th on the list with $73,599
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 56th on the list with $61,05
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 58th on the list with $67,192
lPgA Tour
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • 42nd on the list with $79,869
 • Paige Mackenzie • Yakima • 89th on the list with $16,860
 • Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 80th on the list with $21,053

Did you know….
 • The WSGA helps fund the Wash-
ington Junior Golf 
Association, which 
introduces young 
players to the game 
of golf and provides 
competition for all 
levels of ability.  The 
WJGA runs a series 
of tournaments for 
juniors throughout the summer at courses 
around the state of Washington.

 

 • Oregon native Joan Edwards-Powell 
was recently featured in GolfWeek Magazine 
for being a “Local Legend.” Edwards-Powell, 
67, is a three-handicapper and a member of 
Columbia Edge-
water Country 
Club on Port-
land. She has 
won a record 10 
PNGA championships and last year won the 
Oregon Senior Women’s Stroke Play Cham-
pionship and Oregon Players Championship. 
She started playing in 1949. It’s no wonder 
that GolfWeek Magazine selected her as a 
“Local Legend.”

 The University of Washington and University of Oregon men’s golf teams made it through 
regional play to advance to the NCAA Golf Championships. The event will be held at Riveria 
Country Club in Los Angeles.
 Washington came from behind to win the regional in Norman, Okla., led by the solid play 
of Chris Williams. Williams put together rounds of 73-68-68, including an eagle on the 18th 
hole in the third round and earned medalist honors. Washington won by four shots over Texas. 
For Williams, it was his sixth career victory and third of the season. The regional victory was 
Washington’s third in team history.
 Oregon finished second in the regional at Ann Arbor. Daniel Miernicki led the way with a 
second-place finish individually. Oregon advances to its 25th NCAA Golf Championship ap-
pearance and fourth in coach Casey Martin’s six-year tenure.

University of Oregon’s Eugene Wong Pac-12 Golfer of Year
 University of Oregon golfer Eugene Wong was named the Pac-12 Golfer of the Year while 
both the Ducks and Washington had multiple players among the conference all-star teams.
 Washington golfers Chris Williams and Cheng-Tsung Pan were named to the All-Pac-12 
First Team as were Oregon’s Daniel Miernick and Wong.
 • University of Oregon golfer Cassy Isagawa was named to the Pac-12’s first team for women 
to lead Northwest connections.
 Washington freshman SooBin Kim was selected as a second-team member of Pac-10 women’s 
golf team. Erynne Lee of Silverdale and a freshman at UCLA was also selected to the second 
team.

California beats Oregon in playoff for Pac-12 championship
 The University of Oregon men’s golf team lost in a playoff to California at the Pac-12 golf 
championships at Trysting Tree in Corvallis.
 Oregon State was fifth and the University of Washington was seventh.
 It didn’t all go bad for the Huskies at the tournament. Junior All-American Chris Williams 
was able to notch a ninth-place finish, the 19th top-10 of his career. He is now third among 
Huskies for most top-10 results.
 Stanford’s Andrew Yun ended up claiming the individual championship. He was -13 overall, 
two shots better than Oregon’s Daniel Miernicki.
 Cal won the team title in a two-hole playoff over Oregon. Both ended 72 holes of play at 
-12. It is the second-consecutive year that the Ducks lost the Pac-12 Championship in a playoff. 
USC was third at 8-under and UCLA was fourth at -7. Host Oregon State was fifth (+7) and 
Stanford was sixth (+8).
 • The season for the Husky women’s golf team came to an end when the team shot 17-over 
305 in the final round of the NCAA East Region and finished outside the top-8 cutline. 

Washington, Oregon advance
to NCAA Golf Championships;
Wong Pac-12 Player of the Year
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Bear Mountain Ranch (top) sits above Lake Chelan; Desert Canyon’s famous par-5 hole.

Desert Canyon and
Bear Mt. Ranch shine

Central Washington courses offering stunning settings
 Central Washington is a travelers delight. 
From the endless summer sunshine and warm 
temperatures to the outdoor playground of the 
Columbia River, Central Washington has it all.
 And don’t forget about the golf. There is 
plenty of it. With places like Bear Mountain 
ranch in Chelan and Desert Canyon in Orondo, 
golf is one of the top reasons that travelers flock 
to the Central Washington area every year. 
 In fact, both courses are now either owned or 
operated by Don Barth and his partners Lyn and 
Randy Anderson. Barth, who owns Alta Lake 
and Rock Island in Central Washington, added 
to his portfolio with the acquisition of Desert 
Canyon last year along with the Andersons. 
The three have since taken over the operations 
at Bear Mountain Ranch.
 Both are among the top public courses in the 
Pacific Northwest - and for good reason. Both 
are challenging layouts and set on hillsides with 
Bear Mountain featuring panoramic views of 
Lake Chelan and Desert Canyon offering views 
of the Columbia River. They make the perfect 
place for a Central Washington golfing double-
header.
 • At Desert Canyon, golfers can get the full 
meal deal. The course offers a stunning 18-hole 
layout, CJ’s Oasis Restaurant, the Lodge at 
Desert Canyon with terrific accommodations 
and an 18-hole putting course.
 Desert Canyon is also home to one of the lon-
gest holes in the Pacific Northwest, the 691-yard 
par-5 sixth hole which meanders along a hillside 
and offers great views of the Columbia River the 
entire length of the hole. And don’t forget about 

the other views from the course, the water views 
and more. With the new ownership last year, new 
changes to the course have taken place, including 
new maintenance practices which have Desert 
Canyon Resort in top shape from tee to green.
 “If golfers haven’t been to Desert Canyon in 
a while, they will like what they see here now,” 
said Desert Canyon head professional Mark 
Rhodes.
 • At Bear Mountain Ranch, the views 
throughout the course are stunning. Golfers get 
an overhead view of Lake Chelan throughout the 
18 holes. With an average annual rainfall two 
inches less than Tucson and over 300 days of 
sunshine, Bear Mountain Ranch is a place with 
some great golf weather.
 Bear Mountain Ranch opened in 2005 to 
rave reviews and was rated among the top new 
courses in the country. The season runs from 
April through October at Bear Mountain Ranch 
and it will be a memorable golf experience, said 
head professional Von Smith.
 The course features a 350-acrea area, mean-
ing no holes are close to one another and with 
an elevation change of 700 feet, you get all the 
uphill and downhill shots you will ever face.
 And with Lake Chelan so close, there are 
plenty of other outdoor activities in the area, 
including boating, fishing, hiking and much 
more.
 “The golfers get a little of everything at Bear 
Mountain Ranch,” said Smith. “It’s a course that 
keeps the golfers coming back for more. You 
always find something different with the course 
every time you play it.”
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Destination:
Australia
Golfing in the Land Down Under offers
a variety of courses and unique sights

Two of Sydney’s famous landmarks are the  Sydney Opera House (top) and Harbor Bridge.

 Be ready to learn some new things about golf when you tee it up Down Under. Golf in Australia 
is a different game. Sure, you have your golf clubs, balls and tees. Those things will never change.
 But if you want to pull your clubs, you don’t use a pull cart. You hire a trolley. If you are a little 
lazier and feel like riding, don’t ask for a power cart. Ask for a buggy. When you call the pro shop 
at a course in Australia don’t ask for a tee time, ask for a game.
 And most importantly, make sure to keep aware of the yardages when you play. Those are not 
150-yard markers you see in the middle of the fairways, they are 150-METER markers. Ask me, 
I know. After coming up short during my first round on a golf trip in Sydney, I thought maybe the 
long airplane trip had taken some zip out of my irons. My friends finally told me after a few holes, 
the yardages are in meters. 
 Australia is a place for many things. 
 The endless miles of sandy beaches. The surfing. Fishing. The 2000 Sydney Olympics. Greg 
Norman. Kangaroos. The Outback. Sailing. The Australian accents that you could listen to for hours. 
The list goes on and on.
 Golf is also on the Australian radar. There are courses throughout the country – in fact, the Presi-
dent’s Cup was played at Royal Melbourne with Norman himself the captain for the International 
Team. There are public courses. Private courses. Resort courses.  There are courses for beginners, 
there are coastal courses which are tough as nails. Golf is a popular game in the Land Down Un-
der.
 Ok, maybe not as popular as rugby or Australian Rules Football or even cricket for that matter, 
but golf definitely has its place in Australia. It seems that most people play or are at least interested. 
The professional golf tours from the States are on television during the weekends, Fox Sports has an 
hour-long show every week dedicated to what’s new in the world of golf. And why not with popular 
professionals like Greg Norman, Adam Scott, Aaron Baddeley and others, it’s easy to see why golf 
is an Aussie favorite. 
 Sometimes even getting a tee time, er, a game, isn’t easy because courses are booked throughout 
the week. In fact, during a round at Camden Lakeside just outside of Sydney, they had 160 players 
for a competition on a Tuesday. The pros in the shop even said that was a light turnout. Do these 
guys in Australia ever work?
 Australia is a country with some wide variety. From the coastal towns of Sydney and Brisbane 
to the Outback and the Northern Territory, Australia is a land of many faces. And the golf courses 
are no exceptions.
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Destination:
Australia

Cypress Lakes (top) is located among the vineyards; Camden Lakeside is a serene setting.

 In Sydney, you can find courses inland and 
along the coast. Places like the Coast Club just 
south of town, is a place with views that rival 
Bandon Dunes. The front nine stretches along 
cliffs with amazing views of waves crashing 
against the rocks. The price? A jaw-dropping $35. 
You almost feel like you are stealing a round of 
golf.
 Further inland, courses like Camden Lakeside 
are a gem with rolling hills, wetlands and plenty 
of sand traps to keep your attention. 
 A little south sits a course called Northbridge, 
which might be one of the hilliest courses you 
will play. In fact, one par-3 hole drops straight 
down over 100 yards with a dramatic water and 
boat view as a backdrop.
 The one thing that really grabs your attention 
when you land in Australia and pick up your 
rental car is the way driving works. The steering 
wheel is on the right hand side of the car and 
cars use the left lanes of the roads to get around. 
A couple of times we were in the wrong lane, 
prompting some Aussie drivers to sound their 
horn to get us the hell out of the way.
 The sights in and around Sydney are spectacu-
lar. The world-famous Sydney Opera House has 
shows throughout the year. The Sydney Eye is 
a Space Needle type structure that towers over 
the city ad offers panoramic views. The local 
transportation system with trains, buses and even 
ferries get you where you want to go quickly.
 A little north of Sydney, sits the wine coun-
try of Hunter’s Valley – a place with well over 
100 wineries and a collection of three fine golf 
courses.
 Cypress Lakes is a course with its own winery 
and features hilly terrain, winding holes and some 
terrific valley views. In fact, the course has its 
own winery called Brokenwood on the course. 

You can stop for wine tasting after the first, 8th 
and 17th holes. And if the game is not going 
well, you might just stay there for the rest of the 
day and drink as much red and white wine as 
possible.
 Hunter’s Valley Golf Club is another solid 
choice with its ample amount of water and sand 
as is The Vintage, a Greg Norman-design.
 And the people of Australia are some of the 
nicest and most fit that you will see on any of your 
travels around the world. The accent is another 
thing. You just can’t get enough of that as well. 
It seems as every time you look around people 
are either running, walking or riding bicycles in 
places like Sydney. And if you stroll around the 
world-famous Opera House, people are always 
using that as a backdrop for their daily runs.
 There is plenty to like with the Land Down 
Under. From the golf courses to the beaches, you 
will like what you see. But remember to drive on 
the left side of the road.

Kangaroos can be found on golf courses.
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The Lesson Tee: For better putting
results focus on speed not the line
 Everyone wants to score lower.  I know 
I do.  The quickest way to improve scoring 
is around the greens.  This month let’s 
take a thumbnail look at a few aspects 
of putting.
  I always express at my clinics and 
lessons that people focus 80% on line 
and only 20% on speed.  I feel it should 
be the opposite.  Speed, speed, speed. 
People three putt because of poor speed 
not poor line.  
 When I putt best I have proper speed 
control. 
  If I have great speed I have more trust.  
I also have great speed when I have target 
focus rather than mechanical focus.  Ben 
Crenshaw  has stressed this concept to 
me on many occasions.  He told me he 
has never putted well thinking about his 
stroke.  Hit many putts 30-50 feet focused 
on speed.  Use an intuitive look at the line 
and a focused feel on speed, 80% speed 
and only 20% on line.
 A second key to putting growth is “hit 
the ball solid.”  Hit the ball on the sweet 
spot of the putter.  Practice this skill.  Yes, 
it is a skill.  Yes, it can be practiced.  A 
helpful drill is to place a quarter on the 
green.  Stroke the quarter and make it 
move.  It’s tougher than it looks.
 Thirdly, a solid set up is important 
for consistent putting.  When a player 
has their forearms on the same plane 
as the putter shaft many stroke flaws 
will disappear. Bending forward with the 
upper torso to where the shoulders are 
close to parallel to the ground will create 
a straighter back stroke.  This occurs be-
cause the arms swing down the shoulder 

line.  
 Personally, I have found success set-
ting up a bit underneath or to the right at 
address.  This way I can see the line better.  
Again putting with your eyes focused on 
the target is very big.  
 My hands are over the ball at address 
rather than behind.  Ben Crenshaw and 
Morris Hatalsky turned me on to this years 
ago.  
 To work on the mechanics of my put-
ting stroke I often use a 2 x 4 turned up 
on it’s side.  I stroke the putter with the 
toe rubbing on the board.  I also do the 
same with the heel of the putter rubbing 
and following the board.  You can also hit 
putts doing this drill.
• Speed
• Solid hit
• Solid set up
• Use the 2 x 4

 
 Jeff Coston is an 13-time Pacific North-
west PGA Player of the Year.  He can be 
reached for a teaching appointment at 
360.201.4590.

Oki Golf making
Twilight Golf a
way to get more
golfers on course
 Oki Golf, which operates 11 golf courses 
around the Pacific Northwest, is making 
some big changes with its Twilight Rate pro-
gram for its Oki Golf Players Cardholders.
  There are new rates and times for Play-
ers Cardholders at most Oki Golf courses. 
The move is a way the company hopes will 
get more people on the golf course and take 
advantage of the new Twilight rates.
 For example, rates are $25 at 5 p.m.; $15 
at 6 p.m. and $10 at 7 p.m. All rates include 
a cart and are good at Washington National, 
Redmond Ridge, Trophy Lake, Harbour 
Pointe, Echo Falls and the Golf Club at 
Hawks Prairie.
 The Golf Club at Newcastle is also part 
of the plan. Costs for the Twilight rates at 
China Creek will be $35 at 5 p.m., $25 at 6 
p.m. and $15 at 7 p.m.
  “We trying to make it easy and affordable 
for folks to get on the course more,” said Oki 
Golf Director of Marketing David Vladyka. 
“Even if it’s for just a few holes after work 
or dinner.”
 Oki Golf is also rolling out a Short Course 
program. Many of its courses will have 
shorter tees which will range from 2,500 
to 3,200 yards, giving families with small 
children a chance to enjoy a round of golf 
without the challenge of playing long holes. 
The company is following the lead of U.S. 
Kids Golf Foundation and the PGA in hopes 
of making its courses more accessible to 
junior golfers and beginners.
  For more information, check out www.
okigolf.com.
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Women’s golf: Don’t listen to everyone for advice
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Dear Kathy:
 When I go to the range to practice 
there’s always someone eager to “help” 
me with my swing.  I’ve been playing golf 
for 10 years, I have a 15 handicap, but the 
minute I miss-hit a ball someone is there 
telling me to “keep my head down” or some 
other “tip.”  I’ve worked with LPGA and 
PGA teachers and felt I like I received help-
ful instruction, but what do you do about 
EVERYONE that thinks they’re qualified to 
teach golf?
       Joan

Dear Joan:
 There seems to be direct relationship 
with how attractive a women is and how 

much unsolicited golf advice she will re-
ceive.  I’ve suggested to my students to 
go to the far end of the range and even put 
a sign on their bag that they’re not looking 
for help.  Sometimes, but not always, this 

can help.  
 It never ceases to amaze me the number 
of unqualified golf teachers so freely hand-
ing out tips and advise.  
 After four-six years of schooling for 
LPGA and PGA programs, and years of 
experience, most professionals would 
NEVER give out a tip or help a golfer 
without knowing their experience, physical 
abilities or injuries or how they learn and 
interpret information. 
 Our facility has seen people even com-
ing in and running their own little business 
here teaching.  They will approach people 
offering a bit of help and pretty soon they 
are handing out a business card.  
 While this is obviously pretty gutsy 

(imagine going into a restaurant or store 
and having someone offer you their ser-
vices perhaps at a discount using that other 
persons business) it has become more 
common and can be difficult for businesses 
to control.
 Free advice, as you know, is worth just 
what you didn’t pay for it, and sometimes 
can cost you even more.  The wrong advise 
can really mess with your head, trying to 
“do something” that is totally inappropriate 
for your swing!

 Kathy DeNeui is an LPGA teaching 
professional with he Columbia Super 
Range in Everett. She can be reached at 
425.338.2424 for questions.

There are ways to prevent lower back pain in golf
 For 25 years, the mass majority of 
my students have mentioned to me, at 
some point and time that they have lower 
back pain.  If you have lower back pain, 
before…during…or after a round of golf 
or driving range session…..read on.
 Medical studies have proven low back 
pain is the number one injury in amateur, 
and professional golfer.  Any ache or pain 
should always be assessed by a medical 
professional as stretching and strength-
ening are not necessarily the quick fix 
 My fellow staff member, Erin Menath, 
who is a LPGA Professional and a TPI 
Certified Golf Fitness Instructor, and I 
both have had serious lower back inju-
ries, so we understand the discomfort 
the amateur golfer, with lower back pain, 
has to deal with. Our students range from 
the weekend warrior to the top amateur 

players in the Pacific Northwest, and we 
understand how to prevent lower back 
injuries, and also how to teach those golf-
ers who have sustained such injuries.  
 As two of the elite Swing Coaches on 
the west coast, Erin and I buy into the 
phase when it comes to what the body 
does in the golf swing: The butt is the 

king and the abs are the queen. When 
it comes to the lower back and the golf 
swing, improving pain and strength is 
not as simple as targeting one specific 
area.  
 The lower back is just one piece of 
a complex puzzle many medical and fit-
ness professionals refer to as ‘the core.’  
Ultimately, the play between all these 
‘core’ muscles helps to lessen back pain, 
improve posture and assist in hitting the 
golf ball farther and with better accuracy.  
Of all these ‘core’ muscles, the ‘glutes’ 
are vital to lessening back pain.
 Here are two basic exercises to help 
prevent back injuries:
 • The pelvis plays a major role in 
your golf posture.  The ideal position of 
have your pelvis in a neutral position.  
Exercises such as pelvic tilts and cats & 

dogs will help encourage a neutral pelvis 
position.
 • A weakness in these ‘core’ muscles 
will play a huge factor in low back pain 
and some major swing faults.  Exercises 
to strengthen the ‘glutes’ are clam shells 
while lying on your side and bridges while 
lying on your back.
 If you do not have Titleist Performance 
Institute-trained professionals in your 
area, please consult with the team we 
have in place at GolfTEC Bellevue to 
answer any of your questions. They have 
proven to work for every level of golfer 
who needs help.

 Brett Wilkinson is the PGA Director 
of Instruction at GolfTEC in Bellevue. He 
can be reached at 425.454.7956.
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Rules of the Game: Make sure you
play the ball as it lies during a round
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 This month we’re going to tackle perhaps the 
most important Rule of Golf: Rule 13 (Ball Played 
As It Lies). Rule 13 is at the heart of this game 
we love. Placing the ball in a nicer lie, trampling 
down rough, breaking or bending tree branches 
and testing the sand in bunkers are all no-nos 
under Rule 13. 
 So what can’t you do under Rule 13? Rule 
13-1 merely states that the ball must be played 
as it lies. Rule 13-2 deals with the prohibitions 
against improving your lie, your stance, or the 
area of your intended swing. Rule 13-3 deals with 
building a stance, and Rule 13-4 tells all things 
we can and can’t do in hazards. 
 Under Rule 13-2, you can’t improve the posi-
tion or lie of your ball, the area of your intended 
stance or swing, the area where you’re going 
to drop a ball, or your line of play. So what do 
we mean by “improve?” Improving any of those 
areas means you can’t press your club into the 
ground, you can’t move, bend or break anything 
growing or fixed (including man-made objects 
that are immovable), you can’t remove an out 
of bounds stake, you can’t build up or smooth 
out the surface of the ground, you can’t remove 
sand or loose soil, you can’t remove a replaced 
divot or a partially detached divot, and you can 
remove dew, frost or water. 
 My goodness! Is there any way around these 
prohibitions? Well, there are some circumstanc-
es where the above actions wouldn’t be a Rules 
violation. You wouldn’t be penalized for any of 
the above actions if: you were grounding the club 
lightly behind the ball and some grass, sand or 
loose soil was pressed down, if you were fairly 
talking your stance (“fairly” means “doing what 
is minimally necessary to take your stance”), or if 
you take the club back and complete the stroke. 
Also, you can build up or smooth the surface of 
the ground or remove dew, frost or water on 

the teeing ground, and you can remove sand or 
loose soil from the putting green.
 Forgive me if I alienate some readers, but I’ll 
never understand why some players insist on 
creating perfect conditions for every shot they 
make in a round of golf by violating Rule 13-2. 
To me, it not only removes any challenge from 
the game, but golf as it was intended to be isn’t 
the game being played.
 Rule 13-3 (Building Stance) is similar to Rule 
13-2, but it is restricted to one’s stance. It states 
that you are entitled to place your feet firmly in 
taking your stance, but that you may not build a 
stance. What are some examples of “building a 
stance?” Probably the most common example of 
building a stance is when you are forced to stand 
on an extremely steep face in a bunker. Pushing 
sand under your lower foot in order to have a 
more level stance is an example of “building a 
stance.” Another example is when you are trying 
to make a shot from very uneven terrain, such as 
in the woods, and you fill in a hole where one of 
your feet is in order to level out your stance. A 
more far-out example is the player whose ball is 
in a tree and he places a motorized golf cart un-
der the tree, climbs onto the cart, and plays the 
shot from the tree. Probably the most famous 

example of building a stance was the Craig Sta-
dler incident several years ago where he placed 
a towel on the ground in order to make a stroke 
from his knees. He was doing so in order to not 
get his pants dirty. Many people argued that to 
merely want to keep his pants clean shouldn’t 
be a Rules violation. However, the issue here 
wasn’t about keeping his clothes clean. It was 
the fact that he placed an object on the ground 
and played from it. Had he slipped on some rain 
pants or something similar rather than placing the 
towel on the ground, he would have been OK. 
 Finally, we have Rule 13-4 (Ball in Hazard; 
Prohibited Actions). If your ball is in a bunker 
or water hazard, you can’t move, touch or lift 
any loose impediments (including on your back-
swing), you can’t test the sand, and you can’t 
touch the ground except on the downswing of 
your stroke at impact. However, the Rules of 
Golf over the years have made some reason-
able exceptions: You can place your clubs in a 
hazard, you can touch the ground or the water in 
a hazard if you’re probing for your ball to find it, 
you can lean on a rake while waiting to play, and 
you can touch the ground if you are measuring, 
marking a ball, lifting a movable obstruction, or 
if you’re preventing yourself from falling.
 The latest revision of the Rules of Golf also 
offers another reasonable concession: You can 
now rake the sand only for the purpose of car-
ing for the course or speeding up play prior to 
making your stroke as long as you don’t rake 
your line of play or the area of the lie of the ball 
or your intended stance. However, unnecessary 
or overly vigorous raking of the sand before 
you play your shot would still be construed as a 
violation of Rule 13-4.
 All violations of Rule 13 result in a two-stroke 
penalty in stroke play and loss of hole in match 
play.

Brian Mogg Academy
sets dates for 2012
at Chambers Bay
 The Brian Mogg Golf Academy is 
making a return visit to Chambers Bay 
in Tacoma for 2012 with a series of golf 
schools.
 Mogg, a Pacific Northwest native 
and one of the top golf instructors in 
the country, added Chambers Bay to his 
golf academy sites last year.
 There are different ways to get 
involved with the Brian Mogg Golf 
Academy including a 1/2 day package 
for $350 and individual instruction with 
Mogg for $200.
 Chambers Bay professional Brent 
Zepp runs the academy along with 
Mogg at the course.
 The remaining dates for 2012 include 
June 9-10; July 20-12; Aug. 18-19 and 
Sept. 8-9 and 22-23.
 There are other ways to improve 
your game at Chambers Bay including 
the Wine and Nine; group lessons, links 
lessons and half-day clinics.
 For information call 253.460.4653.

Gold Mountain golfer wins
title at Fort Lewis Amateur
 Gordon Nelson of Gold Mountain 
in Bremerton fired a two-round total of 
145 to win the Fort Lewis Amateur by 
one shot over Jack Kelly.
 Nelson was the only player to shoot 
in the 60’s in the tournament, opening 
with a 67. His second-round 78 was 
good enough to win the tournament by 
one shot.
 David Talcott was third at 148; Na-
than Strand fourth at 149 while Mark 
Gardner and Sean Packer tied for fifth 
at 150.

 John Harbottle III, an American Society 
of Golf Course Architects (ASGCA) Mem-
ber and president of John Harbottle Design 
of Tacoma, Wash., died May 24, 2012. He 
was 53.
  Harbottle was nationally recognized 
for his commitment to environmentally-
sensitive design. His award-winning layouts 
included Ridgecrest Golf Course, Nampa, 
Idaho; Stevinson Ranch, Stevinson, Calif.; 
The Olympic Course, Bremerton, Wash.; 
and The Golf Club at Genoa Lakes, South 
Lake Tahoe, Nev. All were designated "Best 
New Courses in the United States" by “Golf 
Digest.”
  A landscape architecture graduate from 
the University of Washington, Harbottle 
began his career with ASGCA Past President 
Pete Dye, with whom he collaborated on 

projects throughout the world. Harbottle 
became an ASGCA Associate Member in 
1992 and a Regular Member in 1996.
  Extensive travel to Scotland allowed 
Harbottle to study golf’s traditions and form 
the basis for many of his own designs. He 
described his design work, especially its 
noted sensitivity to the environment, when 
he said, “Our goal is to create natural look-
ing golf courses with a links touch; timeless 
classics that fit the terrain as if they have 
always existed. The indigenous character 
of the links courses makes them not only 
appear a natural part of the landscape, but 
also allows them to function as a sustainable 
part of the ecosystem.
 Harbottle is survived by his wife, Teresa, 
and children, Johnny and Chelsea.

Noted golf architect John Harbottle III dies at 53



The product is called 
the hydro flask
Double Wall Vacuum Insulated 
Stainless Steel Water Bottles
 It might seem strange to see a golf 
publication writing a review on a non-golf 
product but we think it is something that 
will enhance the golfing experience.
 We’re not alone in being impressed 
with the Hydro Flask as 
it won the Best New 
Product Award for 2012 
at the PGA Golf Show in 
Orlando.
 For every golfer who has ever wanted a 
hot cup of coffee during an early morning 
round or perhaps a cold beverage during 
a hot summer round, we think you will be 
in the market for the Hydro Flask.
 The Hydro Flask delivers what no other 
insulated bottle or thermos has been able 
to do, and that is keep hot beverages hot 
and cold drinks cold for more than a few 
hours. 
 This amazing bottle has a vacuum be-
tween the two walls, stopping the transfer 
of heat between them, and it will keep ice 
cubes frozen for more than 24 hours and 
hot drinks hot and drinkable for more than 
12 hours.

  The Hydro 
Flask comes 
in a variety 
of sizes and 
with several 
different caps 
and accesso-
ries. The re-

tail price ranges from $20 for the smallest 
bottle to $50 for the big 64 oz bottle called 
the Growler.
    You can check them out on their web-
site at: www.hydroflask.com  
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New Product review
 As we enter into the digital age we are 
seeing a proliferation of GPS devices come 
on the golfing scene. The newest entry is 
called I’m Caddy. Already a hit in Asia, the 
I’m Caddie GPS is now available in the U.S.  
I’m Caddie is the most simple, most conve-
nient, user-friendly golfing GPS device on 
the market today. Unlike other GPS units, 
I’m Caddy is the picture of simplicity–it has 
no pictures and it doesn’t require extensive 
programing.
 It is small and designed to be clipped onto 
your cap and, with a touch of a button, it will 
announce the distance to the center of the 
green. What could be easier than that?
 The manufacturer claim they have every 
golf course in the world pre-programed 
into it (30,000 worldwide with 17,000 in 
the U.S.) and it comes with lifetime free 
downloads for new courses and updates. 
 Here’s the good part, when you turn it 
on at the first tee it will determine what the 
course is you are playing and tell you the 
distance to the first green–no searching or 
programing necessary. We like that feature 
a lot.
 Some of the well-known GPS systems 
charge a yearly fee but not so with I’m 
Caddy, it’s all free.
 With I’m Caddy you can select from 7 dif-
ferent languages: English, Spanish, Korean, 

The revolutionary I’m Caddie gPS
Chinese, Japanese, 
French and German. 
You can even pick a 
man or woman’s voice. 
 Other niceties that 
come with the GPS unit 
are a choice of 4 differ-
ent faceplates so you 
can color-coordinate 
your look. Also included 
is a silicone jacket to 
help protect with shock 
absorption and weather 
proofing (the manufac-
turer does not recom-
mend getting the unit 
wet).
 Other accessories 
include a handy ball-
marker that magneti-
cally clips to the underside of the GPS 
unit and a soft carrying bag is provided 
that will keep your GPS and accessories 
protected.
 As with any sophisticated electronic 
device you’ll need to spend a little time 
familiarizing yourself with the operation and 
function of the various buttons.
 With so many of today’s GPS units sell-
ing for upward of $300, I’m Caddie knocks 
their socks off by coming in at only $150. 

It is available at www.iamcaddieusa.com or 
at Amazon.com for $149.99. There is also 
a version called I’m Caddie Pro that sells 
for $129.99.
 If you’d like to learn more about I’m 
Caddie you can check them out on their 
website at: www.iamcaddieusa.com. You 
can search the list of the golf courses that 
are pre-programed into the unit to be sure 
that your planned outing is covered, be it in 
the U.S. or around the world.

I’m Caddie GPS with Accessories.

New Product review




